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AFRICA 

Africa. Selected by F. D. Herbertson, Edited by A. J. Herbertson. 2nd edition. 

Series: Descriptive Geographies from Original Sources, xl and 264 pp. 

Ills., index. A. & C. Black, London, 1907. The Macmillan Co., New 

York, 1907. 70 cents. 7 x 4M- 
The physiographic elements, plants, animals, and people are described for 
each division of Africa. These descriptions, each written by men who have 
actually been on the ground and seen for themselves that of which they write, 
make the reading and study of this book of exceptional interest and value. The 
references to the original sources from which each description has been taken, 
together with the rather full bibliography appended give the teacher and student 
an excellent opportunity for systematic supplementary reading. And not only 
is the reading matter of value, but the numerous illustrations add vividness to 
the printed text. Wilbur Greeley Burroughs. 

Durch Sand, Sumpf und Wald. Missionsreisen in Zentral-Afrika. Von Franz 
Xaver Geyer. xii and 555 pp. Maps, ills. G. J. Manz, Mtinchen, 1912. 
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. The author makes no profession of exploring the wilder parts of his diocese, 
which extends from Khartum to the lakes. But in the course of his episcopal 
duty he had to penetrate the wilds in visitations to mission stations already 
planted and to choose the sites for new endeavor of this sort. He was forever 
exploring Africa in the most practical way, and this work is truly an explorer's 
record. Of course, he wrote the book with no other aim than to interest those 
of his communion at home who had made possible his work of evangelization. 
It amounts to no more than a diary of a bishop on his travels. Because of its 
simplicity in aim the work has great value. It is an unassuming day book. 
At each night's camp the bishop set down the things which during the day's 
march had attracted his interest. The result is a very intimate record. It 
abounds in the sort of thing which many explorers are prone to omit from their 
record. It fills in many details of topography and is rich in ethnological state- 
ments of great value. If the lack of an index is ever to be forgiven it may almost 
be done in this instance, for the book is so full of cuts that it is generally possible 
to use them for the purpose of running down a reference. 

William Churchill. 

ASIA 

Blsmya, or the Lost City of Adab. A Story of Adventure, of Exploration, and 
of Excavation among the Ruins of the Oldest of the Buried Cities of Baby- 
lonia. By Edgar James Banks, xxii and 455 pp. Map, Ills., index. 
G. P. Putnam's Sons, New York, 1912. 9x6. 
The story of American excavation in Babylonia continues to combine in an 
unusual degree scientific research and happy adventure in a strange land. Fol- 
lowing upon the preliminary survey of the mounds by Dr. Wm. Hayes Ward 
in 1884-1885, and the expedition of the University of Pennsylvania to Nippur in 
1889-1896, is the work of the University of Chicago at Bismya in 1904, of which 
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this book is the official record. Dr. Edgar J. Banks, who had already spent 
three years at Constantinople seeking an iradi to excavate at Bismya, was made 
Field Director, and to his unwearied efforts the success of the undertaking is due. 

Bismya, the ancient Adab, is one of the oldest ruins of Central Babylonia, 
but, unlike Nippur, has not been built upon by successive waves of Persian and 
Parthian civilization. It consists of twelve mounds intersected by an ancient 
canal bed and originally surrounded by a double wall and ditch. Of value to 
the archaeologist is the discovery of a small cemetery with brick tombs containing 
vases, seal cylinders and jewelry; of what seems to have been a crematory; of 
numerous heads and fragments of statues in the round, together with the almost 
perfect statue of a king reigning in Adab possibly as early as 3000 b. c. The 
temple yielded burnt clay lamps and vases, fragments of stone vases with archaic 
designs inscribed or inlaid with ivory and lapis lazuli, objects of carved alabaster 
and ivory, and a few copper implements found in the lower strata. Of peculiar 
interest is the Semitic quarter where the heads found were Semitic, not Sumerian 
in type, and the tablets were in Semitic Babylonian. 

How great may be the antiquity of the lower strata of the mound can hardly 
be determined. The top bricks of the temple, 43 feet above the level of the 
desert, bear the name of Dungi (2350-2400 b. a). Next are Ur-Engur's, and 
below are the levels of Naram-Sin and Sargon (2600-2650 b. a). Still below 
are strata of long grooved bricks resting upon plano-convex bricks, unstamped 
but inscribed with distinctive marks. Beneath this level the nature of the strata 
and of the building materials changed abruptly, and throughout the remaining 
30 feet to virgin soil suggests a period antedating Sumerian occupation. 

No less interesting than the archaeological data is the record of camp life with 
its constant danger from hostile tribes, of the customs of the desert, of pilgrim- 
ages to other mounds and sacred places, and of the wanderings along the Tigris 
and the Euphrates to the traditional site of the Garden of Eden. Throughout 
it all the author writes with keen observation and an easy nalveli which takes the 
reader into his confidence and makes him perceive with the eyes and ears of the 
Orient itself. Ellen Seton Ogden. 

Northern China. The Valley of the Blue River. Korea. Madrolle's Guide 
Books, xxvii and 471 pp. Maps, plans, index. Hachette & Co., Paris 
and London, 1912. 15s. 7x5. 
This follows closely the Baedeker method, for experience has shown that to 
be the best' type of guide book literature. But the difference in life and custom 
has introduced an essential modification. In almost every page the necessary 
information as to accommodations and cost and route of wheelbarrow journeys 
to the next halting spot is interspersed with comment upon objects of interest 
so that the traveler need not pass along the interesting way debarred from knowl- 
edge. These inserts have been intelligently chosen by the editor from the works 
of the best authorities. The always perplexing question of transliteration 
undergoes a particular complication in the volume. In the text a general attempt 
has been made to conform to the common English transliteration of names, but 
in the maps and city plans with which the text is filled the transliteration is 
uniformly French. William Churchill. 

An Outline History of China. Part I: From the Earliest Times to the 
Manchu Conquest, A. D. 1644. By Herbert H. Gowen. 208 pp. Index. 
Sherman, French & Co., Boston, 1913. $1.20. 8 x 5}4. 
Since the title page indicates that this is but the former moiety of a history 
which shall apparently cover the Chinese Empire down to the downfall of the 
empire, the fall of the Ming dynasty in the middle of the seventeenth century 
forms a convenient point of separation between the old and the new. The 
author decries other histories of China as lacking in information as to the ante- 
cedent four millenniums, which are covered in this volume. The difficulty lies 
in the Chinese annals which must be the sole reliance for this long stretch of 
national life. To learned Chinese they are stored with the details of history, the 
record of those things which have caused China to advance and to crystallize. 
But they lack the record of those things which make western history, wars and 
persecutions and all other such themes of personal inconvenience. Still, Pro- 
fessor Gowen has succeeded in piecing together a narrative of the past which is 
to serve as a compendium of early Chinese history. William Churchill. 



